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"Parish Grant" name 
change approved 
For fifteen years the Brethren in 
Christ Church and Messiah College 
have had a mutual financial support 
program called Parish Grant. Reflecting 
some changes of the past few years, the 
Board for Schools and Colleges at their 
last meeting approved a name change to 
the "Covenant Fund." 
One of the most obvious reasons for 
the change is to further emphasize the 
covenant which the college and the 
church adopted in 1972. This covenant 
provides for strong support from the 
church to the college, with the college in 
turn giving special support to Brethren 
in Christ students. 
Another major reason for the change 
is the recognition that the Covenant 
Fund supports several different kinds of 
grants to Brethren in Christ students. In 
addition to the Parish Grant, there are 
the Travel, Ministerial Student, Interna-
tional Student, Voluntary Service, and 
Canadian Student grants. 
A third reason for the name change is 
to emphasize the fact that from the 
beginning of the program an amount 
equal to that given to the denomina-
tion's students was also to be given by 
the Brethren in Christ Church as an 
unrestricted grant to the college. This 
part of the program has never been ful-
filled, and accentuating it in this way will 
help to alert churches to the importance 
of moving toward the per member giv-
ing goal adopted by the several General 
Conferences. The most recent action 
raised the per member amount to $ 15.00, 
reflecting the college's interest in increas-
ing the benefits to students and making 
provision for international students com-
ing from the church mission fields. 
Congregations honored 
Messiah College is pleased to honor 
the following Brethren in Christ church-
es for their generous support of the Cov-
enant Fund. The following churches 
gave at least $15.00 per member during 
1980: 
Manor (Atlantic) 
New Life (Pacific) 
These additional churches gave at 
least $12.50 per member, the amount 
recommended prior to the 1980 General 
Conference: 
Bethel, Merrill (Central) 




We want to also recognize the church-






Pleasant Hill (Central) 
According to present giving patterns, 
it looks as though there will be addi-
tional churches in this group for 1981. 
Giving appears to be running about 15% 
ahead of a year ago and this is a good 
sign, for more funds are being made 
available to students than a year ago. 
Thank you for your support! 
Homecoming activities 
Oct. 16-18 
Alumni Homecoming Weekend at 
Messiah College is October 16 to 18. 
The art exhibits will open at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, followed by a concert featuring 
John and Mary Giger, vocal duo ($2.50), 
at 8 p.m. The student Homecoming 
Host and Hostess will also be presented. 
On Saturday at 10 a.m. the art fair 
will open in the Shaffer Courtyard of the 
fine arts center. At 11 a.m. the fine arts 
center, being named for Dr. and Mrs. 
Asa W. Climenhaga, will be dedicated, 
followed by the unveiling of the new 
sculpture. Dramas will be performed in 
the new Earl D. Miller Auditorium-
Theatre of the arts center in the after-
noon and evening. Other activities of the 
day will include sports events, recep-
tions, class reunions, and the Home-
coming Celebration at 8 p.m. 
Sunday activities will include open 
house in the student residences and a 
concert by the Messiah College Singers, 
conducted by Dr. Ronald L. Miller-, at 
2:30 p.m. in the Miller Auditorium-
Theatre. 
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At the sight of pumpkins ripening on 
the vine and turkeys fattening in the 
yard, one can almost smell and taste the 
flavors of fall celebrations. Each year we 
look forward to harvest time as a time to 
remember and renew ties—with God 
who graciously sustains and multiplies 
the earth's bounty, and with our com-
munity, which shares the toil and joy of 
planting and harvest. 
This year another kind of harvest 
observance will join the traditional holi-
days. October 16, the anniversary of the 
founding of the United Nations Food 
and Agricultural Organization (FAO), 
is being set aside internationally as 
World Food Day. 
This will also be a time to remember— 
to remember the more than 500 million 
people in our world suffering the scourge 
of hunger. This will be a time to renew 
ties, of worldwide commitment to bring-
ing a full harvest to all who hunger. 
The struggle against hunger has al-
ways been a part of the human story. 
Only in recent decades, however, has it 
become understood as a world problem, 
shared simultaneously by every conti-
nent. Increased travel and communica-
tion networks knit the world together so 
intricately that no countries are inde-
pendent or self-sufficient. North Amer-
ica, which exports its bumper crops 
around the world, also imports many 
foods and relies heavily upon the Mid-
dle East for fertilizer and energy supplies. 
Such interdependence became harshly 
real in 1972 when a number of unex-
pected forces—low crop yields due to 
poor weather, the Soviets' reserve-drain-
ing 28-million-ton grain purchase, the 
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energy crisis—converged to seriously 
deplete the existing world grain surplus. 
Newspapers and television lost no time 
in capturing the crisis, bringing hunger 
to the fore and rallying citizen concern. 
Crisis situations tend to elicit overly-
optimistic solution proposals. Such was 
Henry Kissinger's challenge to the 1974 
World Food Conference in Rome. "We 
must proclaim a bold objective—that 
within a decade no child shall go to bed 
hungry." 
Ironically, hunger no longer creates 
headlines. The media focuses on, and 
the public has responded to, crisis situa-
tions such as Cambodia and East Africa, 
where weather or political instabilities 
momentarily upset the food system. But 
the more devastating and pervasive hun-
ger—that borne of deep-rooted poverty 
and characterized by daily food short-
ages, the silent hunger that exists on 
every continent—is hard pressed for an 
audience. 
Ten months before the Rome Food 
Conference and in language far less 
lofty, Mennonite Central Committee 
resolved to give priority to the world 
food crisis in the following five to ten 
years. This commitment included increas-
ed agricultural development overseas as 
well as encouragement to decrease con-
sumption and expenditures by ten per-
cent in North American Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ households. 
MCC continues this commitment de-
spite the fact that many of the gains 
made through rural development are at 
times offset by national priorities of 
defense or urban industrial growth. The 
current U.S. administration, for exam-
ple, has made no visible moves to 
implement the recommendations of the 
Presidential Commission on World 
Hunger. 
In its March 1980 report, the commis-
sion said that ending world hunger must 
be a top priority in legislative policy-
making. Today the news and the govern-
ment are concerned with other issues— 
balancing the budget, energy, the arms 
race. But hunger will not disappear by 
wiping it off the issue board. It is lurking 
awesomely in each of these new issues 
and we cannot ignore it. 
A prime example is the energy situa-
tion, which North Americans look at 
primarily from a transportation and 
industry standpoint. For the Third 
World, energy shortages are food short-
ages. Farmers cannot afford petroleum-
based fertilizers so their crop yields 
remain low. Dependent on wood as a 
cooking fuel, families spend valuable 
time away from their fields gathering 
wood. And as wood gathering denudes 
the landscape, soil erosion occurs, leach-
ing out the soil's productivity. Energy is 
a food issue. 
Similarly, at least one of the pots that 
simmers over the fire of unrest in con-
flict regions such as Central America is a 
cooking pot. Underlying the visible tan-
gle of violence and apparent ideological 
differences is an innocent quest of a 
peasant people for enough land to pro-
vide food for their families. In the rural 
areas where more than half of the popu-
lation is often landless or near landless, 
the struggle for justice is not a greedy 
surge for power. It is a simple plea for 
food. Answering such a plea with mil-
itary assistance fuels the fire, but fails to 
add food to the cooking pot. 
This October 16 should be a day of 
celebration, an outlet of gratefulness for 
God's bountiful creation. But World 
Food Day should also be a day of 
solemnity, reminding ourselves and our 
neighbors that human structures keep 
the harvest from being shared. World 
Food Day should be a day of action, 
drawing attention to a problem that 
wants to know an end, reminding govern-
ments that full stomachs take priority 
over full arsenals, and answering local 
needs that may arise as domestic food 
programs are severely curtailed. 
Joetta Handrich Schlabach, MCC Hunger 
Concerns Office 
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And a highway will be there; 
it will be called the Way of Holiness. 
The unclean will not journey on it; 
it will be for those who walk in that Way; 
wicked fools will not go about on it. 
No lion will be there, 
nor will any ferocious beast get up on it; 
they will not be found there. 
But only the redeemed will walk there, 
and the ransomed of the Lord will return. 
They will enter Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy will crown their heads 
Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 
Isaiah 35:8-10, NIV 
A to CO \ 
The prophet Isaiah paints a graphic 
word picture of the way of holiness—a 
"highway" open to every believer. Notice 
five remarkable aspects of this "way" as 
recorded in Isaiah 35:8-10. 
It is a clean way 
God's way is always different from 
the ways of a sinful world. When God 
saves us, he changes our lives by chang-
ing our hearts. "Therefore if any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature: old things 
are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new" (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
From this changed heart will come 
changed conduct, changed habits and a 
changed destiny. 
The highway of holiness has its be-
ginning in the new birth, when we 
receive Christ as Savior and sins are 
forgiven. All willful sinning stops when 
we become a child of God. Yet, against 
the consent of one's will, there are ten-
dencies toward evil. Such tendencies 
were found in the lives of the Apostles 
until Pentecost, and we must admit they 
are found in many Christians today. 
These tendencies and conflicts are over-
come only as a Christian consecrates 
himself wholly to God, allows the Holy 
Spirit to cleanse and fill his life, and 
brings himself under the Lordship of 
Christ. 
But holiness is more than a moment 
of decision, a salvation experience. It is a 
way, a pilgrimage from here to eternity. 
Holiness is a life to be lived. Our sur-
roundings are not changed, but the way 
we live in our surroundings is changed. 
We walk in obedience to God's will, 
living a life conformed to his will. 
It is a way easily understood 
The closer we walk with the Lord, the 
more we read his Word and the deeper is 
our sense of belonging to him. "I urge 
you to live a life worthy of the calling 
you have received. Be completely hum-
Traveling this way does not 
just happen. We choose to 
walk it. It takes effort and 
planning. We must follow the 
road signs carefully. We dare 
not stop, camp along the way 
or drift along carelessly. 
by Dorcas Climenhaga 
ble and gentle; be patient, bearing with 
one another in love. Make every effort 
to keep the unity of the Spirit through 
the bond of peace" (Ephesians 4:1-3, 
NIV). The whole Ephesians letter clearly 
indicates how the Christian should walk. 
Searching God's Word, we will see 
revelations of God's majesty, power and 
holiness, and promises waiting to be 
applied to our everyday problems of liv-
ing. As we walk in obedience to his 
commands, our lives become produc-
tive, with evidences of the fruit of the 
Spirit. Our lives, then, minister to others. 
A friend told me how she came to 
accept Christ as her Savior. She was 
happily married, with two lovely chil-
dren and a beautiful home. Her neigh-
bor's life was not so pleasant, for her 
husband was sick and could not work. 
There were other difficulties as well, yet 
her neighbor was always cheerful, always 
seemingly "on top." My friend could not 
understand it. Then one day my friend's 
world began to fall apart. Her husband 
became ill, then lost his job. They were 
in danger of losing their home, plus hav-
ing other difficulties. One morning as 
she stood looking out the window, in 
despair she considered ending it all. 
Then she saw her neighbor walk out to 
the mailbox. She thought, "Ah, my 
neighbor—perhaps she can help me." 
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She went outside, told her neighbor of 
her discouragement, and asked, "I know 
you lived with trouble these many years 
and yet you always seem to be happy. 
What is your secret?' Her neighbor 
responded, "Come into my house and 
let me tell you about Jesus." 
As we travel this easily understood 
way in obedience to God, we are able to 
lead others to him. And when we do err, 
when we stray, when storms of life beset 
us and we seemingly lose our way, God 
lovingly forgives us and leads us back to 
his way. 
It is a safe way 
Although it is a safe way, it is not 
necessarily an easy way. Courage and 
determination are required. Paul said of 
his own pilgrimage, "I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus." Like Christian in 
Pilgrim's Progress, we set our eyes on 
the goal, the celestial city, and press 
forward! 
Why then are we beset with times of 
discouragement and despair? Why do 
we have moments when we feel the Lord 
has left us, and we feel surrounded as it 
were by "lions and ravenous beasts"? 
In the March 10, 1980 Evangelical 
Visitor, John Sider writes, "With the 
routine of living demanding so much of 
our time and with a lifestyle that works 
against those needed times for inner 
development, for caring for others and 
for listening to others, we tend to put 
God 'on hold.' We increase the tempo of 
our legitimate activities, all the while 
becoming so involved that the absense 
of the Holy Spirit goes unnoticed." 
Too often we pray "Thy will be done" 
but still cling to our own desires. We 
expend our emotional energy on insig-
nificant things which will pass away, 
and have no emotional energy left to 
help ourselves (or others) through the 
crises of life. 
Peter Marshall said in one of his ser-
mons, "Many of us have settled down to 
a compromise. We are willing to serve in 
His church, but we compromise the 
number of services we shall attend, for 
we must serve the world. Then we 
wonder why we cannot have a real, 
thrilling, satisfying communion with 
God." The Christian church suffers to-
day because many of us place Christ and 
his work second in our lives and in our 
priorities. It dare not be so. Our impact 
in the world and our ministry to others 
will be most effective when we keep 
Christ first in our lives and in our 
homes. 
Marshall further said, "It is possible 
for you and me to live in this world as 
sure that the Lord is with us as we can be 
sure of anything; and to have no fear at 
all. To be able to anticipate tomorrow 
with a thrill of delight, to have no fear of 
anything, neither sickness, nor unem-
ployment, nor loneliness, nor death, nor 
anything at all." 
The way of holiness is a safe way, for 
God is with us. He will not ask us to do 
anything or go anywhere without pro-
viding us the daily strength and grace we 
need. God knows the world in which we 
live, the decisions we must make, our 
responsibilities, our busy schedules, our 
tired bodies. But he also tells us to seek 
him first, to wear the world lightly, and 
to avoid letting it press us into its mold. 
It is a joyous way 
W. E. Sangster tells of an organist 
who pleaded with the Salvation Army 
drummer not to hit the drums so hard. 
The beaming bandsman replied, "Lord 
bless you, sir—since I've been converted, 
I'm so happy I could burst the bloomin' 
drum." 
The joy we find in our conversion 
continues as we walk daily with Christ. 
He gives the warm glow of joy which 
provides strength when the days grow 
long and hard. If we have no joy, per-
haps we're on a detour. Isaiah reminds 
us that those who are traveling the way 
of holiness shall come to Zion with 
songs and everlasting joy. 
Does this exclude us from sorrow and 
suffering? Not at all. Rather, suffering 
refines and purifies, bringing forth the 
gold. All of us shrink from suffering, 
which is normal. But God promises 
strength to meet the suffering and diffi-
culties which beset his children. 
I recall the deep waters of anguish 
which confronted my sister a number of 
years ago. For years she had walked the 
way of holiness, her life witnessing of 
God's love to family and friends. One 
Sunday, during camp meeting, she said 
to her unsaved 19-year-old son, "Son, 
won't you accept Christ as your Savior 
today?" Her son, who had deep respect 
for his mother, replied, "Mother, I'm 
coming to camp meeting tonight and 
I'm giving my heart to the Lord." But at 
prayer time in the late afternoon at 
camp, my sister was called out for a 
message—"Your son was killed in a 
motorcycle-car accident a short time 
ago." What pain and agony beset her. 
But during the sleepless hours of that 
night, the Lord gave her the promise, 
It is appalling to find men and 
women who have been Chris-
tian for years whose lives have 
little purpose, whose prayers 
hold no victory for them. The 
Bible is a closed book, the fel-
lowship of fellow Christians has 
little attraction, and service is 
more drudgery than a delight. 
"When thou passeth through the waters, 
I will be with thee, and through the riv-
ers, they shall not overflow thee." God's 
promise helped her through the ensuing 
days of anguish. 
All of us are subject to sorrow, sad-
ness, fear, discouragement and more. 
But those who walk the way of holiness 
are more than conquerors through him 
who loves them, and who walks with 
them. 
It is a homeward way 
My memory flashes back to many 
people whose godly walk encouraged 
me. They are now in their eternal home, 
their journey over. Along with that 
thought comes another—we are not 
there yet, we are still on our way. Are we 
traveling light? Or are we care-worn and 
camping by the way? Or are we drifting 
off course? 
We are living at a time when the battle 
for the hearts of men and women—and 
children—has never been fiercer. A nine-
year-old boy recently asked his mother, 
"What shall I say if any of the kids at 
school ask me to smoke marijuana?" 
There are so many attractions and allure-
ments which bid for our attention that 
we are in danger of letting the best slip 
by, while we are engaged in "other 
things." 
When David and I return home from 
our weekend trips visiting various of the 
congregations, our pace quickens. We 
head straight for home—no detours, no 
camping. And if I am driving the car, my 
foot presses down a little harder the 
nearer we get to our home. 
Yes, we're on a journey. It is a clean 
way, a way easy to understand, a safe 
way, a joyous way, and a homeward 
way. Is it worth it? It is worth any price. 
Dorcas Climenhaga is president of the 
Women's Commission of the Christian Holi-
ness Association. She and her husband, 
David, bishop of the Central Conference, 
live in Nappanee, Indiana. 
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Building up 
one another 
by Esther Spurrier 
Historical pageant featuring Frances Davidson and Anna Engle 
(Taylor) (Fannie Longenecker and Edie Miller), F.S.C. Mweetwa 
and Ross Mudenda in ox-pulled cart. 
1981 Zambian General Conference 
and 75th Anniversary Celebration 
"Go ye therefore and teach" was the theme of the 1981 
General Conference of the Brethren in Christ Church in 
Zambia. Macha Mission was the site of this special meeting, 
held August 12-16, commemorating the 75th anniversary of 
the beginning of the Brethren in Christ work in this country. 
A spirit of anticipation had been building in the Macha 
area for the two months prior to the conference as many 
people planned and worked together in preparation for the 
meeting. 
The church was filled for the first session on Wednesday 
evening. Special group and congregational singing lifted 
praises to God for the first hour. 
The theme of the conference was expanded throughout the 
week as a number of persons spoke about different emphases 
of our teaching: doctrine, leadership, stewardship, loyalty, 
love, and forgiveness. 
Friday was highlighted by the youth program. One 
hundred fifty strong, they marched from the grass shelter 
which was their place of meeting to the church, where they 
filled one wing of the building with their presence and their 
singing. In the finals of the Bible quiz competition, Hamonde 
defeated Macha for the primary school championship; in the 
secondary competition the Lusaka church team defeated 
Njase Girls' Secondary School. Youth Coordinator Joseph 
Munsaka directed the youth activities at conference, assisted 
by a number of youth leaders from various churches. Rachel 
Melhorn reported that a tremendous spirit of love and con-
cern for their unsaved friends characterized the youth at 
From left, (front row on platform) Bishop William Sllungwe, 
Elijah Mudenda, Prime Minister Mundla. P. C. Mudenda pre-
pares to lead congregational singing. 
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Ammon Nweetwa leads congregational singing. Roy Sider 
gave the conference sermon, interpreted by Mishack Mudenda. 
Bishop Stephen Ndlovu brings final message of the confer-
ence on Sunday, the culmination of a six hour service which 
included foot washing and communion. 
Part of the procession of students of Brethren in Christ 
schools. Shown here are three students from the 1910 
decade, including Mafuka (evangelist mentioned in There is 
No Difference) and Steriki Mudenda. 
conference this year. Pray for these young people—therein 
lies the hope of the church. 
Friday evening's service was one of ordination for Pastor 
Lazarus Muleya. A graduate of Sikalongo Bible Institute, 
Rev. Muleya has served as chaplain at Macha Hospital since 
1976. A prayer of dedication for board members followed the 
ordination service. 
Saturday was a day of celebration and commemoration. 
Traditional white headdresses replaced the ordinary brightly 
colored ones on the heads of many women. The Honorable 
Elijah Mudenda, a member of the government's Central 
Committee and former Prime Minister whose home is 
Macha and who received his early education in Brethren 
in Christ schools, gave an excellent speech tracing the 
historical development of the church with a series of 
brief highlights. This speech was followed by remarks 
by the Right Honorable Prime Minister, Nalumino 
Mundia, citing the church for its contributions to the 
development of the nation of Zambia. 
Saturday afternoon's pageant began with an impres-
sive procession of former and current students of 
Macha and Sikalongo schools, grouped according to 
the decade in which they started school. Each group 
sang songs learned in their school days. Rev. Sampson 
Mudenda then narrated a portrayal of the history of 
Macha Mission. Edith Miller, Fannie Longenecker, 
Mr. F.S.C. Mweetwa (General Conference Secretary) 
and Rev. Ross Mudenda (Sikalongo's pastor) played 
the leading roles, supported by Chief Macha and other 
actors. 
Miss Anna Engle, who is completing her Zulu trans-
lation work in Pretoria, South Africa, shared in the 
service Saturday evening. Her presence at this confer-
ence was by special arrangement of Pete and Mim 
Stern. Mr. Bekitemba Dube, headmaster at Wanezi 
(Zimbabwe) also spoke. 
Sunday's service began with a celebration of the 
Lord's Supper together, and continued for nearly six 
hours. The twelve visitors from the Brethren in Christ 
in Zimbabwe shared greetings and songs. Rev. Roy 
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Mann, whose missionary career began at Macha 59 years 
ago, brought greetings and exhortations to the crowd. Zim-
babwean Bishop Stephen Ndlovu preached the final mes-
sage, a challenge to obey the final command of Christ, being 
assured that the power of God is with us. 
Filled at the beginning of General Conference, the Macha 
church was overflowing by the weekend services, with people 
sitting outside and clustered around the windows. An encour-
aging spirit of building one another up was evidenced. Will 
you pray with us that all the parts of the body of Christ might 
fit together properly to the increase of Christ's kingdom and 
for the glory of God? 
more photos on page 16 
Zacharia Hatantoola coaches winning Lusaka church team in 
Friday's Bible quiz finals. 
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Brethren in Christ Missions Launches 
CMd Uc V^o^ '21 
The church of Jesus Christ is called to be a missionary church, 
seeking to fulfill the Great Commission through extending the 
Kingdom at home and abroad. And the Brethren in Christ share 
in that magnificent mandate. We are attempting to be faithful to 
the growing opportunities which face us. 
After prayerful consideration the Board for Missions has 
decided to sponsor a special CATCH THE VISION '81 cam-
paign across the North American brotherhood this fall to high-
light our various missions ministries and to call our people to 
new levels of personal, financial and spiritual commitment. 
The campaign will run for six weeks beginning Sunday, October 
25 and ending Sunday, December 6, 1981. 
W ith these words the Board for Missions introduces its campaign to raise the visi-bility of Brethren in Christ 
Missions in the congregations across the 
brotherhood . . . to enhance the invol-
vement of and identification with mis-
sions by the people worshipping in our 
local churches . . . to increase the level of 
giving to Brethren in Christ Missions 
that will be sustained over the next five 
years . . . to enlarge communications 
between the constituency and the Board 
. . . to raise $650,000 in addition to 
projected regular contributions by Decem-
ber 6, 1981. 
Plans for this campaign grew out of 
consultation with the Commission on 
Stewardship and Finance and instruc-
tions from the Board of Administration. 
The actual plan for CATCH THE 
VISION was adopted at a special meet-
ing of the Board on September 14-15 at 
Mount Joy, PA. It coincided with two 
events of special importance: (1) the 
beginning of Louis O. Cober's assign-
ment as the Secretary for Public Rela-
tions, and (2) the move of the Missions 
Offices from the second floor of the 
Christian Light Bookstore in Elizabeth-
town to the former Messiah Children's 
Home at Mount Joy, across the street 
Louis Cober 
from the Cross Roads church. 
Louis Cober, a pastor in the Central 
Conference for 18 years, will give full 
time to assisting local churches in mak-
ing possible a growing involvement of 
our people in missions beyond their 
local communities. His experience and 
intimate knowledge of the local church— 
its needs and its vision—will enable him 
to understand the special concerns of 
congregational leadership in stretching 
to reach their goals for the growing mis-
sions vision. 
The individual members of the Board 
have agreed to work directly with local 
pastors in implementing the CATCH 
THE VISION '81 campaign this fall. 
The letter addressed to Pastor Gilbert 
Gomez of the Union Grove congrega-
tion in Indiana introduces the cam-
paign, its schedule, method and mate-
rials. Look for further word in a bulletin 
insert prepared for use on October 11 
and the September/October issue of 
therefore magazine. 
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Church News 
Allegheny Conference 
The Cedar Grove congregation reports a family 
weekend camp-out in August. The resource peo-
ple were Rev. and Mrs. Eber Dourte. • Rev. and 
Mrs. Michael Knowles held an Open House on 
Sunday night, Aug. 30. Rev. Knowles is the assis-
tant pastor of the Chambersburg congregation. 
Recent guests of the Dillsburg congregation 
were missionaries Leora Yoder and Bill and Mary 
Hoke. • The Fairview Avenue congregation held a 
food showerfor Charles and Cara Musser, returned 
missionaries f rom Nicaragua. • Kathy Wilkins 
was recently installed as Youth Director of the 
New Guilford congregation. 
Atlantic Conference 
P' e T w i » 
Rev. and Mrs. J. Clair Shenk, pastoral couple 
of the Community Bible Chapel, observed their 
40th wedding anniversary on Aug. 7. Members 
and friends of the congregation participated in the 
Open House which was hosted by the couple's 
children. • Children's Church was begun by the 
Cross Roads congregation beginning in Septem-
ber. 
POSITIONS OPEN 
The Commission on Steward-
ship and Finance of the denomi-
nation's Board of Administration 
invites inquiries for the position 
of Director of Stewardship and 
Finance (U.S.). Inquiries will be 
treated as confidential informa-
tion and should be addressed to 
the C.O.S.F. secretary: Walter 
Winger, 1967 Niagara Parkway, 
Fort Erie, Ontario, Canada L2A 
5M4. 
Upland Manor is in urgent 
need of a cook—five hours a day, 
five days a week. Housing is fur-
nished, other compensation to 
be negotiated. A married couple 
would also be considered, with 
the husband to be in charge of 
maintenance and gardening. Con-
tactthe manager: Woodrow Wiles, 
Upland Manor, 1125 W. Arrow 
Highway, Upland, CA 91786. 
The Manor congrega-
tion has announced that 
Bruce Gerlach was recent-
ly installed as Minister of 
Music. Bruce, who is from 
the area, directed the choir 
and was organist at the 
First Presbyterian Church 
in Strasburg. He will be 
directing the music pro-
gram as well as taking 
care of other administrative duties of the congre-
gation. The congregation recently won the Sunday 
School of the Year award, presented by the Board 
of Christian Education. Manor had the largest 
attendance gain in the denomination. 
Rev. Jerel Book was installed as pastor of the 
Mt. Pleasant congregation on Sunday, July 19, by 
Bishop John Byers. On a recent Sunday evening, a 
chalk drawing was given by Lineaus Longenecker 
and youth president, Arlin Buckwalter gave his 
testimony. • A week of evangelism and mission 
was held Sept. 13-20 by the Palmyra congregation. 
William and Mary Hoke reported on their 29 
years in India as missionaries. 
Canadian Conference 
Pastor Leonard Chester, pastor at Bridlewood, 
is teaching a class to young adults and parents 
during the fall quarter. He is using Bruce Narra-
more's book, Help, Tm a Parent! 
An Installation service was held for Rev. Terry 
Friesen as an associate pastor by the Massey Place 
congregation on Sunday evening, Sept. 13. • The 
West Heights congregation reports receiving ten 
persons into fellowship. 
Central Conference 
Rev. and Mis. Carl G. Stump were honored on 
Sunday, Sept. 6, for their 60th wedding anniver-
sary. An Open House was hosted by their eight 
children in the Union Grove Brethren in Christ 
Church. Rev. Stump has been a minister in the 
Brethren in Christ Church since 1929. 
Rev. and Mrs. Fred Holland shared in the 
morning service at the Amherst church on Sun-
day, Sept. 6. • The Bethel (Merrill) congregation 
reports several guest speakers recently. Rev. Tyrus 
Cobb shared in a Wednesday evening service and 
Rev. Paul Hill spoke in a Sunday morning service. 
An old-fashioned hymn sing was held by the 
Mooretown congregation on Sunday evening, 
Sept. 6. • The Sippo Valley congregation had the 
opening day of their Christian academy on Mon-
day, Aug. 31. 
Midwest Conference 
The Abilene congregation hosted a Youth Rally 
for area churches recently with the Freedom Sing-
ers in charge of the rally. • Rev. Howard Bishop is 
serving as the interim pastor of the Rosebank 
congregation. 
Pacific Conference 
Special guest speakers for the Alta Loma con-
gregation were Mr. Ian Richards, representative 
for the placement of "Boat People" and Bob Lien, 
spokesman for the Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Service. The film, "Room for a Stranger" 
was also shown. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Bowman: Kathleen Mary, Aug. 25; Clair and 
Fannie Bowman, Cross Roads congregation, Pa. 
Derek: Kari Lynn, July 17; Randy and Joy 
(Brubaker) Derek, Harrisburg congregation, Pa. 
Doan: Bonnie Patricia, July 22; Rick and Marj 
Doan, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Eby: Dawn Renae, Aug. 12; Carl and Rose 
Eby, Big Valley congregation, Pa. 
Haffner: Carolyn Ann, July 14; John and Dar-
lene Haffner, Massey Place congregation, S a s t 
Hang: Khuong, July 18; Tuyen and Nam Hang, 
New Guilford congregation, Pa. 
Harris: Mindy Evalene, Aug. 3; Lewis and 
Norene Harris, Western Hills congregation, Oh. 
Hartman: Serena Diana, Aug. 24; Jerry and 
Diane (Lintner) Hartman, Lakeview Community 
congregation, Mi. 
Keck: Philip Brian, Sept. 3; Bob and Dianna 
Keck, Upland congregation, Ca. 
Kennedy: Melissa Anna, Aug. 25; Mr. and 
Mrs. Ben Kennedy, Antrim, congregation, Pa. 
Kipe: Hilton Ray Jr., Aug. 18; Ray and Dar-
lyss Kipe, Zambia, Africa. 
Lady: David Cramer, Aug. 20; Brian and 
Joyce Lady, Zion congregation, Ks. 
Meyer: Patrick Aaron, Aug. 20; Dennis and 
Linda Meyer, Western Hills congregation, Oh. 
Sloman: Erin Elizabeth, Aug. 15; Ken and 
Lorraine Sloman, Massey Place congregation, 
Sask. 
Thomas: Matthew Aaron Martin, Sept. 7; 
Dwight and Carol (Martin) Thomas, Nappanee 
congregation, In. The Thomases are residing in 
Ann Arbor, Mi. 
Weddings 
Benner-Wingert: Dianne, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Leroy Wingert, and Kevin, son of Rev. and 
Mrs. Wilbur Benner, both of Greencastle, Pa., 
Aug. 1, in the Antrim Brethren in Christ Church 
with father of the groom and Rev. Thomas Bouch, 
grandfather of the bride, officiating. 
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"Seedbed for Missions" Topic 
of ACMC National Conference 
The Association of Church Missions 
Committees' 1981 National Conference 
was held August 6-9 at Wheaton Col-
lege, Wheaton, Illinois. The theme for 
the conference was "The Local Church: 
Seedbed for Missions." Approximately 
650 people from the United States and 
Canada attended. Also present were 
about 77 missions agencies with displays 
of their work. 
The conference began Thursday eve-
ning with a message by Dr. Gordon 
MacDonald on the theme of the confer-
ence. Friday morning Dr. David Gotaas 
spoke to us on "The Purpose of the 
Seedbed"—for enrichment of God's 
world, the enlargement of God's work 
and the enlistment of God's people. 
Friday and Saturday afternoons we 
attended three workshops on missions, 
selected from a variety of "foundational" 
to "advanced" topics. The Friday even-
ing service dealt with missions emphasis 
starting in the local church and how 
missions agencies then can do a more 
effective job with persons interested in 
missions. 
Dr. David Gotaas spoke in the Sat-
Book-Schoneweis: Marlys Joanne, daughter 
of Dr. and Mrs. Dave Schoneweis, Manhattan, 
Ks., and Christopher Stephen, son of Bishop and 
Mrs. Alvin Book, Mechanicsburg, Pa., July 11, in 
the Manhattan Christian Church with Rev. Ben 
Duerfeldt and father of the groom officiating. 
Britt-Faust: Bev Faust and Chuck Britt, Aug. 
22, in the Lakeview Community Church with Rev. 
Bob Verno officiating. 
Bryner-Kennedy: Penny, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. William Kennedy, and Thomas, son of Mrs. 
Judy Bryner and Thomas Bryner, Aug. 8, in the 
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Eugene Heidler officiating. 
Engle-Grage: Michele, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Jerry Grage, and Wendell, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl Engle, May 24, in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Colorado Springs with Rev. John Stev-
ens officiating. 
Graybill-Gray: Susan, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Gray, and Richard, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Donald Graybill, Aug. 1, in the Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Eugene 
Heidler officiating. 
Parks-Engle: Melissa, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl Engle, and Michael, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Bob Parks, June 20, in the bride's home in 
Colorado Springs, Co., with Rev. Herbert Lock-
yer Jr. officiating. 
urday morning session on "Cultivating 
the Seedbed"—for inspiration of be-
lievers, for the adoration of God, for the 
evangelization of the lost and the expec-
tation of the Great Harvest. In the Sat-
urday evening meeting Rev. John Kyle 
spoke on "Transplanting from the Seed-
bed to the Field"—getting people from 
local congregations into missions. Acts 
1:8 and Psalm 67 were referred to often 
by these speakers. The conference cul-
minated in a Sunday morning presenta-
tion by Theodore Williams ("Preparing 
New Seedbeds") followed by a worship 
service. 
Messages and workshops highlighted 
a number of truths, such as: 
—missions awareness must begin 
and take place in the local church; 
—missions involvement is for ev-
eryone, not just for a select group in 
the congregation; 
—3 billion people on the earth have 
never had the opportunity to hear 
and respond to the gospel; 
—preparation before entering service 
is vital to quality and effectiveness of 
a missionary's ministry; 
Rutt-Montgomery: Laura, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Floyd Montgomery Jr., Lancaster, Pa., 
and Douglas H., son of Mr. and Mrs. Ira Rutt, 
Lititz, Pa., Aug. 9, in the Lancaster Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Merle Brubaker offi-
ciating. 
Sims-Stump: Doreen, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. C. Owen Stump, Nappanee, In., and Ken-
neth, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bobbie Sims. Moores-
ville, In.. Aug. 15, in the Union Grove Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Gilbert Gomez and Rev. 
Carl G. Stump, grandfather of the bride, offi-
ciating. 
Sollenberger-Melachrinos: Andrea, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Emmanuel Melachrinos, Neshanic 
Station, NJ, and Lynn, son of Mr. and Mrs. Nor-
man Sollenberger, Fayetteville, Pa., June 13, in 
the Neshanic Station United Methodist Church 
with Rev. Nelson Lamb officiating. 
Thomas-Pippenger: Diane, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Ray Pippenger, and Michael E., son of 
Rev. and Mrs. Erwin Thomas, both of Nappanee, 
In., Aug. 15, in the Nappanee Brethren in Christ 
Church with father of the groom officiating. 
Varner-She'field: Lori, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Sheffield, and Daryl, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jimmy Varner, July 24, in the Cedar 
Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Eugene Heidler officiating. 
—"tentmaking" is one option for 
missionaries—finding employment in 
another country and sharing Christ 
with persons contacted there. 
A conference such as this one can help 
us become more aware of what is going 
on around us in missions. It also pro-
vides many helps for an effective mis-
sions committee and missions emphasis 
in congregations. Reminding us that we 
all are part of God's plan for world 
evangelization, it gives us goals and 
dreams for the future. (We know that 
our excitement after attending the con-
ference has spread to others in our con-
gregation who are now asking, "What 
can we do to help the cause?") 
Meeting with others helps us realize 
that by combining our efforts, we to-
gether can see the whole world have a 
chance to hear the gospel. We will also 
see people going from our churches, 
feeling God's call to serve Him in other 
lands. 
We hope to see a good Brethren in 
Christ representation at the 1982 ACMC 
Conference July 15-18 at Southern Illi-
nois University. It will be well worth 
your time and money to catch ffie 
excitement of missions. 
—Report by Dave Clapper and 
Rod Parmer, Fairview Avenue 
congregation, Waynesboro, PA 
Obituaries 
Climenhaga: Louis Climenhaga, Stevensville, 
Ont., born in 1908 in Bertie Twp., Ont., died April 
14, 1981. He was the son of Jessie and Marie Beam 
Climenhaga. He was married to Helen Henderson 
who survives. Also surviving are three sons: Ross, 
Edward, and Trevor; two brothers: Claude and 
Cecil; two sisters: Mrs. Margaret Winger and Mrs. 
Elsie Jenkins-Ormston; and seven grandchildren. 
He was a member of the Falls View Brethren in 
Christ Church where the funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. Dwayne 
Hulett. 
Hill: Virgil K. (Pete) Hill, Alma, Mi., born 
April 9, 1928, died Aug. 16, 1981. He is survived by 
his wife, June; two daughters: Mrs. Cynthia 
Schreiber and Mrs. Kimberly Cross; a son, 
Richard; three grandchildren; his mother; four 
brothers, and a sister. Rev. Bedsaul Agee con-
ducted the funeral service. Interment was in the 
Sumner Cemetery. 
Stout: Mrs. Pauline Hill Stout, born Jan. 26, 
1898, died July 21, 1981, in the Messiah Village. 
She was married to Harry H. Stout who preceded 
her in death. She is survived by a daughter, Mrs. 
Edwin Stetler; two sons: John E. and Harold M. 
Frazer; a brother, Lawrence E. Meminger; a step-
daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Griffiths; a step-son, 
Robert Stout; 5 grandchildren; and 6 great-
grandchildren. She was a member of the Messiah 
Village Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. LeRoy 
Walters conducted the funeral service. Interment 
was in Rolling Green Memorial Park. 
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Bridges of God 
A few years ago I probably would 
have heartily agreed with the person 
who said, "The problem with this church 
is that everybody is related to everybody 
else!" But now I have changed my mind. 
Certainly being related to everyone 
else can be a problem, especially if the 
situation makes newcomers feel unwel-
comed. But being related to so many 
people may also mean that your church 
has been faithful in using the "bridges of 
God" in its evangelistic strategy. 
What do I mean by the "bridges of 
God"? The term probably was coined by 
Dr. Donald McGavran in the mid-
nineteen fifties when he published his 
book Bridges of God (New York: Friend-
ship Press, 1955). In his study of how 
churches grow the fastest in mission set-
tings, he found that when people reach 
their friends and family there seems to 
be the most growth. We who are study-
ing the potential of this idea here in 
North America believe the same stra-
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tegy works best here. So, our "bridges of 
God" may really be the special oppor-
tunity we have to reach someone else for 
Christ because of family relationship or 
friendship. One recent study suggests 
that nearly two-thirds of the people who 
come to Christ come through the invita-
tion of a friend or relative. Winnie 
Swalm, in Christian Education Notes, 
quoted another source as discovering 
that nearly 80% of the people coming to 
Christ and his church do so in this way. 
Take a few minutes and check up on 
your own spiritual lineage. Who was 
instrumental in bringing you to Christ? 
Then, who brought that person? Or go 
the other way. Whom have you brought 
to Christ? Whom, in turn, did they 
reach? There is probably good reason to 
believe that in your experience there are 
some important insights to be gained as 
to whom you may be able to reach in the 
future. 
What does this have to do with Sun-
day school growth? Probably more than 
what may appear on the surface. The 
Sunday school needs both evangelism 
and nurture as primary functions. As we 
look for others and bring them to study 
the Bible, a mighty force is unleash-
ed which can help convict of sin and 
show the way to a new life. When a 
life-changing commitment is made the 
Sunday school can be a valuable re-
source in discipling that individual into 
becoming a reproducing Christian. 
In order to use the advantages of the 
"bridges of God" in Sunday school we 
need to develop a strategy of growth 
which recognizes the "web" concept in 
addition to the bridges. In church growth 
studies the web traces the spiritual line-
age of Christians, showing those who 
have been reached, the people who 
reached them, as well as the results of 
their own subsequent evangelistic effort. 
It is not unusual to observe an occa-
Instead of an expensive 
media blitz, the effort 
to win someone 
to Christ may cost 
a cup of coffee. It 
will also cost in commitment, 
energy and ingenuity . . . 
sional person with special evangelistic 
gifts reaching out to many people. This 
activity obviously will complicate the 
web. 
When the web fills in, and sometimes 
gets complicated, then it is important to 
see which people have been overlooked. 
It is not correct to assume that the 
friendship and /or family relative web is 
the same as the spiritual. This may 
happen when there is rapid growth. But 
watch out! Within the natural web there 
are bound to be some people who have 
not come to Christ. Search them out for 
they may now be more receptive to 
becoming part of the family of God. 
A further step is to reach to the fringes 
of the present web. This is where the new 
converts are located. They usually have 
many more non-Christians as friends 
then the more spiritually mature who 
are part of the Christian community. 
Encourage these new Christians to tell 
their friends about their new found joy. 
Not only will it help the church to keep 
growing; it will also be a means of help-
ing the witnessing new Christian gain in 
spiritual strength. 
A natural outgrowth of using the 
"bridges of God" in evangelistic efforts is 
an emphasis on reaching whole families 
for Christ. A few years ago a prominent 
Lutheran denomination made a con-
scious decision to have as their strategy 
the reaching of whole families. While no 
one wants to deprive children of the 
opportunity for Christian education or 
deciding for Christ, children who do 
come to Christ in the context of a Chris-
tian family have a much better chance of 
growth and maturation. If they are not 
from Christian homes, extraordinary 
efforts need to be taken to assure spiri-
tual growth and discipling. 
The Christian community should not 
limit itself to only a few webs. When that 
happens than we develop the negative 
factors of the "bridges of God." The 
church becomes a family clique or a 
private club and no one is welcomed to 
the group. So then, as new people come 
to Christ, encourage them to reach out 
to their contacts. Rather than evangeliz-
ing in a web that someone else may be 
able to reach, they may actually begin a 
new web which could reach many, many 
people. 
In his book Evangelism in the Early 
Church, Michael Green observes that 
the New Testament church religiously 
used a specific kind of evangelism. It is 
"oikos" or household evangelism. When 
someone came to Christ, the other mem-
bers of the family were evangelized too. 
New Christians were not content to keep 
their faith to themselves. 
Since inflation has hit the programs 
of the church just as it has affected all 
areas of life, church leaders are continu-
ing to look for more cost effective ways 
of fulfilling the church's mission. Using 
the "bridges of God" is one of these. 
Instead of an expensive media blitz, the 
The Sunday school 
needs both evangelism 
and nurture as 
primary functions. 
As we look for others 
and bring them 
to study the Bible, 
a mighty force 
is unleashed which 
can help convict 
of sin and show 
the way to a new life. 
effort to win someone to Christ may cost 
a cup of coffee. It will also cost in com-
mitment, energy and ingenuity—for 
these are also the elements in interper-
sonal witnessing. It will cost in integrity, 
for your life will need to measure up to 
the standards of the Lord we serve. 
What bridges has God given you? A 
brother, cousin, co-worker? They are 
there. Use your relationships as gifts of 
God to help you do his work. 
David McBeth recently completed the 
Doctor of Ministries program of Fuller 
Theological Seminary, Pasadena, CA. As 
part of his studies he participated in their 
Advanced Church Growth Seminar. He 
serves the denomination as assistant chair-
man of the General Conference Board of 
Christian Education and is senior public 
affairs officer for Messiah College, Gran-
tham, PA. 
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Readers Respond 
To be considered for publication, 
letters must be signed 
and should be 300 words or less. 
From Florida . . . 
Please note the name change in my 
subscription. I enjoy every issue of the 
Evangelical Visitor. I borrow quotes 
and ideas for my work with United 
Methodist women in Florida. 
Dorothy M. Baldwin 
Brandon, Florida 
The editorial in the August 25 Visitor 
stirred me to action. My husband and I 
have been meaning to write to tell you 
how much we appreciate this magazine. 
Thank you, especially, for the articles 
on the Christian's stance in regards to 
peace issues. We are trying to educate 
ourselves as best we can, and when you 
include book reviews like the one in this 
past issue, it delights us no end! 
The Visitor also helps us to feel more 
a part of the brotherhood worldwide 
since the fellowship here in Florida is, 
shall we say, hard to come by. 
I really can't say enough about this 
particular issue, though, since so many 
things spoke to me. I appreciated Rich 
Sider's article ("A Climate of Fear") 
because it was good and because I know 
him from Kenbrook Bible Camp when 
he and Martha were first married. We 
appreciated the "Let the Children Come" 
feature because our church runs a day-
care center here in Orlando. We enjoyed 
hearing about Japan because our school 
chum, Mary Brubaker, is there. This 
was just an exceptional issue for us. 
Gail Umberger Pentz 
Orlando, Florida 
. . . and from Canada . . . 
Canadians are still recovering from 
the effects of the recent postal workers' 
strike, and that has some unexpected 
benefits. This morning I pulled three 
Visitors from my mailbox—two July 
issues and one August issue. This after-
noon I enjoyed an extra-long tea break 
and read all three. What a treat! Mis-
sions news, MCC news, home continent 
developments—there was a variety and 
substance in each issue. And thank you 
for each of your ed i tor ia l s . . . . 
Pauline Hogan 
St. Catherines, Ontario 
Renewal information is being distributed in local 
congregations during October. Or, you can write 
directly to our office. The address and subscription 
rates appear on page 2. 
Persons giving three or more gift subscriptions will receive a free gift 
book. When you write, ask for the gift book list. 
Less than 300 per issue, the VISITOR costs less 
than a cup of coffee, and is better for you! 
I read the article "Joining the Har-
vest" by Roy Sider (June 25 issue) liter-
ally pacing the floor. How could it be 
read while seated when it so pointedly 
focused on the fantastic opportunities 
that Caracas, Venezuela offers the 
Brethren in Christ Church (i.e., Caracas 
has four million people with no more 
than 15,000 evangelical believers). Wow! 
That's heartbreaking (I cried) as well as 
breathtaking (what possibilities)! 
At that moment I told the Lord that I 
wish I could live two lives—one in Sas-
katoon and one in Caracas. What a day 
to be alive! The Lord is at work and the 
church is working with him. We must 
count no price too high and no sacrifice 
too costly to do his exciting will. 
Then I read the article "A testimony 
to fulfillment" by Henry Ginder. He 
made retirement so attractive that I said 
to my wife (whose eyes were filled with 
tears of anticipation—she had read the 
article, too), "I wish we could get life 
behind us and get on with the real 
thing—retirement." 
At first, I thought my different respons-
es were simply silly and contradictory 
emotionalism, until further considera-
tion. Isn't an invigorating love for life 
and service what Christ had in mind 
when he said, "I am come that you 
might have life and have it more 
abundantly"? 
I sometimes paraphrase John 10:10 to 
read "Christ came that we might really 
live while we're alive." 
The conclusion of the matter is this: 
I'll not have my desire of two earthly 
lives granted, and retirement will come 
all too quickly. Therefore, my real privi-
lege is to live every moment of today to 
the fullest. One person put it like this, 
"Live all day long." I refuse to give up 
one single moment of any day that God 
in his grace gives me until I have lived 
that moment to its fullest potential. It's 
great being alive—to serve! 
Perhaps the Old Testament writer 
says it best: "Young man, it's wonderful 
to be alive! Enjoy every minute of it!" 
(Ecclesiastes 11:9a). 
Thanks for these two life-related, 
need-filled, vision-building articles. 
Thank God for the vision of the men 
who wrote them! 
Doug Sider 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 
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persons are hoping 
you will renew your 
subscription to the 
EVANGELICAL VISITOR 
That's how many different Brethren in Christ wri ters contrib-
uted to the VISITOR last year. And many of them will be writing for you 
this coming year as well. 
Religious News 
Anti-missionary sentiment 
rampant among anthropologists 
Antagonism of some anthropologists to-
ward missionary activity is called "an obses-
sion" by Don Richardson in an article in 
Missionary Frontiers magazine. Richardson, 
author of the well-known Peace Child and 
other books, in evaluating the death of Bible 
translator Chet Bitterman points out that 
members of the anthropological discipline in 
Europe and the Americas "have unwittingly 
encouraged this and other acts of violence by 
spreading, especially in Colombia, a spirit of 
suspicion and antagonism toward Christian 
missionaries." 
The anthropologists use films, books, lec-
tures, personal contacts, and official con-
demnations in world-level anthropological 
conferences, Richardson says. He illustrates 
by telling of a British anthropological team 
which (before Bitterman's death) went to 
Colombia, where they obtained the help of 
Wycliffe Bible Translators to produce a film 
about Colombian Indians. The team pro-
fessed to be interested in arousing public 
concern about the plight of tribal minorities. 
"By selective filming and editing, however, 
the anthropologists converted the film into a 
condemnation of the very missionaries who 
helped to produce it," Richardson said. 
Entitled The War of the Gods, the hostile 
film was distributed worldwide. It was shown 
hundreds of times before large numbers of 
Colombians and tourists in Bogota's Gold 
Museum. 
Richardson refers to another documented 
case. Robert Jaulin, a French anthropolo-
gist, made charges against American mis-
sionary Bruce Olson (not with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators) in Colombia. At the instigation 
of Swedish anthropologist Lars Persson 
these accusations were carried in the press in 
Scandinavia. Journalist Andres Kung flew 
to Colombia to investigate the charges. He 
wrote a book proving the charges false. 
Anthropologist Persson responded with a 
written retraction and gave Kung permission 
to publish his apology. In his letter Persson 
stated among other things, "I am sorry for 
being so quick to slander and generalize." 
"The much-abhorred 'westernization' of 
the world's remaining indigenous cultures is 
no longer in western hands, let alone mis-
sionary hands!" declared Richardson. "That 
process is almost exclusively in the hands of 
Japanese entrepreneurs, Chinese business-
men, Malayan, Indian or African merchants. 
They are introducing western clothing styles, 
music, technology, architecture, and diet all 
over the world. And they outnumber mis-
sionaries by a factor of several thousand to 
one! Yet missionaries are the only ones 
anthropologists blame for 'westernization' of 
indigenous peoples." 
EDITORIAL 
A matter of perspective? 
"No Underlying Securities." That's the title of a well-written article on 
my desk. Until a few days ago, I had planned to print it in this issue of the 
Visitor. The reason for delaying publication—the news that on September 
14, armed men shot and killed an American Mennonite missionary pastor 
in Guatemala, in front of his wife and five children. You see, the author of 
the article on my desk is also a church worker in Guatemala, and she is 
describing in personal terms the fear facing her family. 
Her comments underscore the need for informed, supportive prayer on 
behalf of those we have commissioned to serve Christ around the world: 
I hurt to hear my daughter ask, "But why would anyone put off a 
bomb in a grocery store?" I cry at her explanation for having to lie 
down while in the car, "I think all of those soldiers don't like children 
and want to kill them all." I want to whisk her away from it all when 
she awakens screaming from a dream in which "they killed Daddy." 
I was reminded of this author, grappling with life and death issues, when 
a church leader recently commented on the number of "fragile believers" in 
the church. "I find so many people who seem to be clutching desperately to 
a very anemic, elusive faith. All they talk about are their doubts, insecuri-
ties and difficulties. They give me the impression of a drowning person, 
going down for the third time. But I frankly can't see the problems they 
describe to be any different than those facing other believers, who are 
learning to live productive, even joyful Christian lives in the midst of life's 
pressures." 
Perhaps part of the problem is the matter of perspective. Certainly the 
Lord is sensitive to all of our personal needs, the small details as well as the 
larger issues. After all, it was he who said that even the falling sparrow is 
noticed by God. 
At times, however, we get our perspective skewed, making mountains 
out of molehills. We begin to attach too much significance to what really 
are minor items in our lives, trivia which sidetracks us from more impor-
tant concerns. As Dorcas Climenhaga writes in this issue, "We expend our 
emotional energy on insignificant things which will pass away, and have no 
emotional energy left to help ourselves (or others) through the crises of life" 
(pp. 4-5). And make no mistake—real crises will come soon enough; we 
need not manufacture them. 
One function of the fellowship of believers is that of helping to maintain 
and correct our perspectives. When I begin to give undue attention to my 
own problems (large or small), the Holy Spirit uses other Christians to 
remind me of the bigger picture, and my place in it. 
Central to maintaining a healthy perspective on life is having a living, 
growing relationship with the Lord. Thus our friend in Guatemala con-
cludes her article with these observations: 
I have more seriously begun the search for how I can claim the 
living presence of God in my life. Living here has shown me that a 
knowledge of the Father and his guidance does not come through 
ten-minute Bible reading sessions and quickly-voiced prayers. I must 
be willing to do more to open myself to a relationship with him. And 
so I want to explore more the disciplines that will lead me to a greater 
awareness of God. 
That is good counsel for us all. G 
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75th Anniversary-
Zambia STORY ON PAGE 6 
Grass hut depicting original house of Frances Davidson (per-
haps close to original spot)—part of historical pageant. 
Chief Macha (wearing leopard skin) depicts the chief of 1906 
in commemorative pageant. 
16 
Elijah Mudenda gives historical speech of development of 
Brethren in Christ Missions in Zambia. Mudenda is a Brethren 
in Christ member. 
Anna Engle, translating in South Africa at 85 years old, speaks 
to congregation. Beside her is Jonah Munsanje. 
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